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From The Lead Position Tom Brent, Chapter President

My Journey ¢ Part 1: Sentimental Journey!

As usual, June was Convention time so we skipped our regular
monthly chapter meeting. Nonetheless, some of us did get together at the
national Short Wing Piper Club gathering in Middletown, Ohio and also at
Sentimental Journey in Lock Haven, Pennsylvania.

| left home bright and early on June 17 and arrived at Lock Haven
ten hours later. | had four landings along the way due to one aborted fuel stop where the self
service system was inoperative and another just short of my final destination for cheap Mogas at
Mifflintown, PA, a neat roller coaster strip nestle d in the mountains (P34). Landing on the grass at
LHV | was directed to the camping area where | quickly erected my tent under the wing and rolled
out my sleeping bag before repairing to the beer tent
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fellow Tennessee chapterians Dave and Deb Geiger,
Paul and Vickey Bale and Jim Hudgin. The Lindy
Sisters were in full swing, pounding out WWII vintage
songs and the local (Genesee) draft beer was flowing
freely. | immediately knew this was going to be a g ood
fly -in!
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After a nice cool (50F) night under canvas | emerged to join a crowd of aviators at the

concession stands fuelling up on a full bacon and egg breakfast. As the morning mist lifted, small

fabric-covered planes started to move around and taketo

the air. Such activity was constant throughout the daylight

hours of the following three days. | slowly became aware of
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. believe that about 400 planes came in and 4000 persons were
S Y l @ in attendance over the four day fly -in. Although there were

o @% probably no more than 150 planes parked on the grass at
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any one tlme | have never seen as many Piper Cubs in < o

one place, ever. Attractions included a bomb drop -‘." .

competition, poker runs and fly -outs to closeby strips ) s S,
of interest as well as the visiting Douglas C-k K w$ w? 2.x D UbpUOuw
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Museum and of course the Piper Museum. -
Saturday evening at the banguet we were treated to an
entertaining and informative talk by 86 year -old Mary
Feik. She recounted a lifetime of aviation adventures
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and aeronautical engineering experiences. A true "Rosie the Riveter" since age 18, Feik worked on
military aircraft and taught aircraft maintenance in the U.S. "
Army Air Force during World W ar Il. In recent years she has
helped restore antique classic aeroplanes and owns a very
original Piper Pacer.

When it came to the awards, our very own David and
Deb Geiger won "Best Original Short Wing Piper" for this, the
25" anniversary of Sentimental Journey. So we left on a high
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My Journey ¢ Part 2: SWPC Convention!

While the others headed for home on Sunday, | plied on to Middletown, OH to attend the
2010 Convenion. This time | headed for a comfortable air-conditioned hotel room. Again | was met
by familiar faces. Jim and Candy Butler, Kenny and Patti Brown, Gilbert and Barbara Pierce and
Jrwr v Larry Jenkins all from the Tennessee chapter. And of course there were
aliBN e, many other old friends from all over the nation. Monday was
éx somewhat a day of rest with just a meet'n'greet at the airport in the
’. evening. A precision parachute drop was followed by a K -nine
demonstration by the local police. The handlers and their two dogs put
, on an impressive demonstration of drug and bomb sniffing , as well as
f pursuit and capture, all with incredible discipline.

Tuesday we went to the US Air Force Museum in Dayton. This
was my second such visit and still | was able only to see a small fraction
of what is there. On our way
back to Middletown the Butlers
and | deviated to visit Huffman

Prairie, the airfield where Wilbur and Orville Wright tested
their early flying machines. The place remains largely like
it was over a hundred years ago, there being replicas of

their hangar and the gravity operated launching catapult. | | "5‘”“"m0NA|_ MUSEI.IM
found it to be fascinating and awe inspirin g. That evening m’STATES AIRF
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we were entertained to a local dinner theater musical "The
Church Basement Ladies" which was quite hilarious.

Wednesday and Thursday seemed to pass quickly.
There were seminars at the hotel and the poker run which —
” Jim Butler and | did together. This included a stop at
Sporty's where | resisted temptation , but Jim purchased a
tow-bar. One stop was a nice oldeworld grass strip where
we met up with The Pierce's "Red Lady" who apparently
felt at "home" on the soft turf J . We also encauntered the
Brown's as we flew the course.

Evening brought on the finale, the banquet. The
after-dinner talk by Amanda Wright Lane, a great grand niece of the Wright brothers, regaled us
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with a rare perspective of her "uncles” Orv and Wil. Later, Dave Lu se gave us a seductive look at

next year's Convention locus at Spearfish, South Dakota.

Lastly, the awards were presented and Jim and Candy Butler

brought the "Best PA20/22" to the Tennessee table.

Congratulations Doc! And so another National Convent ion

came to a close. Tom and Denise Anderson are to be

congratulated and thanked for organizing such a successful
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Everyone scurried for home at daybreak next

_ morning so as to beat forecast bad weather. My tip was

s 001 VI 00T UOB W3EODOT WUUOEOWEEEOWDOwG

over 1800 statute miles in 18 air hours in nine days.
I look to next year in Spearfish with enthusiastic anticipation.

Notes From The Steno Pad Deb Geiger, Sec./Editor

As two working stiffs, David and | wrestled with the decision about
two great fly -in events which are back-to-back on the calendar, and realized
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take over our work load whilew 1 z UT wl OO1 6 wwé6 DUT wOT EQwUI EODC
set up well for us to attend Sentimental Journ&@wU OO1 UT DOT wbi z Y1 wpEOC
for quite some time. We are so glad, though, that the TN Chapter was well-
represented at our SWPC Convention. When we fully retiri Qwb i1 wp 00z Uwi EYI
make these tough choices!
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with good friends will do that to you. | highly recommend it!
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Columbia/Mt. Pleasant, TN. (How can one not have a good time in Mt. Pleasantn, A ww3 1 1 Ul z UWwE wl OOE
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BBQ in August and they always make everyone feel so welcome andwell-l T Enww( Owbp OO0z OWET wlT 1
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prop, of course!)

Notes From The Bean Counter David Geiger, Treasurer

The fol lowing have already paid their dues for 2010!:

Lawrence Atkins, Curt and Roletta Ammons, Paul and Vickey Bale, Tom and
Alva Brent, Kenny and Patti Brown, Jim and Candy Butler, Frank Civera, Ron
and Jackie Collier, John Dodson, Joe Fleeman, David and Deborah GeigerJohn
Hayden, Mark and Rebecca Hruz, Jim and Beth Hudgin, Bobby and Nancy
Irby, Larry and Jenny Jenkins, Ray and Charlotte Lynn, Jim and Martha o
PassalacquaBarbara and Gilbert Pierce,Bob and Lola Ramsey, Keith and Mary ==&
Beth Sargent Frank Sperandea
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How to contact your TN SWPC 0C

President: Tom Brent president@tnswpc.org 662 -223 -6257
Vice President: Kenny Brown vicepresident@tnswpc.org 931-766-1794
Secretary/Editor: Deb Geiger secretary@tnswpc.org 618 -684 -3151
Treasurer /Webmaster : Dave Geiger treasurer@tnswpc.org 618 -684 -3151

"EOOwabluUw?OUUDI T UU2 whpPUT wEDA
SWPC or to purchase patches or decals!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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JULY 24 Maury County Airport (KMRC), Columbia/Mt. Pleasant, TN
AUGUST 21 " 0001 Uws - uKehn@&ORatti Brown + Lawrenceburg, TN
SEPTEMBER24, 25 Lee Bottom Fly-in ¢ Madison, IN

OCTOBER16 Pizza Fly-In ¢ Hernando, MS -- Larry & Jenny Jenkins
NOVEMBER ? Open
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Parting Shots!

SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY: After greeting friends, tying down, and getting settled, there was only one
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t like this Breezy! | think Paul and Vickey will keep their V -Pacert much more comfortable for travel!



