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Even though weather was supposed to be fine for our rain date May 29 

fly -in at Jim Hudgin's airstrip near Lewisburg TN,  I was stuck on the ground in 

fog and a 600' ceiling in northern Mississippi until 11:00 am.   As soon as I saw 

the sun breaking through I was airborne and wending my way through quasi -

broken cloud layers to get on top at about 3000'.  METARS on my Garmin Wx 

GPS for my destination area (BNA) were indicating just scattered clouds, so 

with flight -following, I felt comfortable cruising at 5500' over an essentially 

solid cloud deck.  Every so often I'd see a hole with green fields below.  

Navigation was solely by GPS, one in the panel, one the on the yoke.  As I neared Hudgin Field (TN12) 

the cloud layer was still pretty solid so when I spotted an open trough, clear to the ground, I made for it 

and slipped my way down to 2500'.   With TN12 in the 

Garmin 496 database, I arrived right over the middle of 

the strip.  Jim had put some big white cones out at the 

end of the runway so my approach to landing should 

ÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÌÈÚàȱ8ÌÈÏɯJ  Losing sight of the cones as I 

executed my close-in circuit, I came over the trees high 

and hence hot and half way down the runway elected to 

practice a full flap go -around.  Second time was just right and I had a long taxi to the hangar where Jim's 

son-in-law, Jeff, and granddaughter welcomed me.  I parked next to Dave and Deb Geiger's TriPacer and 

Jim and Donna Miller's Navy Colt.  Jim Hudgin's Vagabond sat amongst a slew of other planes in the 

hangar.   Four Short Wings on the ground. 

My timing was just righ t.  The burgers were grilled and every one was just about to eat.  Kenny 

and Patti Brown had driven from nearby 

Lawrenceburg bringing folding tables and chairs 

that were spread around under the shade of big 

old oaks.  Jim and Beth Hudgin were dishing up 

scrumptious burgers with all the fixin's assisted 

by their son-in-law Jeff and granddaughters 

Elizabeth and Claudia. A total of 12 souls at the 

tables. 

The setting was idyllic;  an antebellum farmhouse, a well preserved old barn (that was not falling 

down), alongside a smooth 3100' turf strip with a very nice , large modern hangar.   After eating, the 

ÓÈËÐÌÚɯÙÌÔÈÐÕÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÏÈËÌȮɯÚÖÊÐÈÓÐáÐÕÎɯÈÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÞÖÕÛȱȱÞÏÐÓÌɯÞÌɯÎÜàÚɯÎÙÈÝÐÛÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÏÈÕÎÈÙɯÛÖɯ

ÛÈÓÒɯÔÖÙÌɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚɯÚÛÜÍÍȱȭÈÌÙÖ×ÓÈÕÌɯÚÛÜÍÍȵɯɯ3his was sidetracked for a while, when the golf cart that the 

young girls were getting rides on malfunctioned.   A bevy of electrically talented aviators proceeded to 

cluster around, to diagnose and correct the problem.  Eventually, the ladies joined us and the hangar talk 

turned to more like gossip <G>.  I found this to be quite informative as, on a one to one basis, it seems 

nobody trusts me much with gossip L.  Anyway, we had some good laughs and as the afternoon wore on 

we had to tear ourselves away so as to get home in a timely fashion.  

From The Lead Position                                                           Tom Brent, Chapter President                                        
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Elizabeth has all the makings of a future aviator! 

Claudia has pre-flighted and is ready for take-off! 

6ÌÈÛÏÌÙɯÞÈÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÍÖÙɯÔàɯÙÌÛÜÙÕɯÍÓÐÎÏÛȱȭÕÖɯÞÐÕËȮɯÕÖɯÛÙÈÍÍÐÊȭɯɯ ÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÚ×ÓÌÕËÐËɯ2ÏÖÙÛ Wing  

Piper day with like -spirited fellow aviators.  Next month is Convention time June 21 -24.  I am looking 

forward to seeing all my friends there!  

 
 
 

 

What a perfect day for having a fly -in / drive -in picnic in Lewisburg, 

3ÌÕÕÌÚÚÌÌȵɯɯ(ɯÈÎÙÌÌɯÞÐÛÏɯ3ÖÔȱÓÐÍÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ'ÜËÎÐÕɯÍÈÙÔɯÐÚɯÈɯ×ÈÚÛÖÙÈÓɯ×ÐÌÊÌɯÖÍɯ

heaven!   I must tell you that Jim Hudgin is a very talented veggie burger 

griller!  Mine was scru mptious, and everyone else who dined on the more 

traditional variety of beef burger was equally delighted.  Beth made a 

delectable slaw that had all of us wanting the recipe.  It was a fine day in 

every respect, and we offer our thanks to Jim and Beth for being such gracious 

ÏÖÚÛÚȵɯɯ6ÌɯÛÙÐÌËɯÛÖɯÝÖÛÌɯÛÖɯÏÖÓËɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ'ÜËÎÐÕɯ%ÈÙÔȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯÎÜÌÚÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯ

ÉÌɯÍÈÐÙȱÞÖÜÓËɯÐÛȳɯɯJ 

 The Geigers almost ËÐËÕɀÛɯÍÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÕËÐÕÎɯÚÛÙÐ×ȭɯɯ6ÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÖÙËÐÕÈÛÌÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÍÈÐÓÌËɯÛÖɯ

×ÜÛɯÛÏÌÔɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ&/2ɯÈÕËɯ3-ƕƖɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ ./ ɯËÈÛÈɯÉÈÚÌȭɯɯ6ÌɯÍÐÎÜÙÌËɯÞÌɀËɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÚ×ÖÛɯÈɯ

×ÙÐÚÛÐÕÌɯƗƔƔƔɀɯÙÜÕÞÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯÖÕɯÏÐÎÏȮɯÉÜÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÊÖÜÕÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÞɯÊÓÖÜËÚɯÞÏÐch dropped us down to about 

1500ɀȭɯɯ6ÌɯÔÈËÌɯÈɯÍÌÞɯ×ÈÚÚÌÚɯÈÕËɯÞÌÙÌɯÙÌÈËàɯÛÖɯÏead back to the nearest airport to call for directions, 

ÞÏÌÕɯ)ÐÔɯÎÖÛɯÜÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÈËÐÖɯÈÕËɯÎÜÐËÌËɯÜÚɯÐÕȭɯɯ6ÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÚÖɯÊÓÖÚÌȱÉÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÊÖÜÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÈÐÙ×ÓÈÕÌɯ

world, does it?   

(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈɯÙÌÓÈßÐÕÎɯËÈàȮɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÕɯÛÈÒÌɯÕÖÛÌÚȮɯ

although it would have been an easy task, as no one was in much 

of a business mood.  The Millers had some projects waiting for 

them at home, so they departed soon after lunch.  It was nice to 

ÔÌÌÛɯ)ÐÔɀÚɯÊÖ-pilot, and we hope Donna gets a chance to join us at 

future fly -ins.  Beth, 

Patti, and I did do a 

fair bit of socializing, 

ÉÜÛɯ(ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌɯÞÌɯÚ×ÌÕÛɯ

at least a few 

moments 

discussing the wonders of our masterful pilots, who also 

moonlight as golf cart repairmen!  The rest of the time was 

spent solving world problems and sharing art projects , 

something Beth and I have been trying to do  for quite some 

time.  We gals watched the dogs sniff and chase, then 

curiosity got the better of us and we joined the Golf Cart 

Show being held at the hangar.  No one was in a hurry to leave ɬ it was that kind of a fly -ÐÕɯÞÏÌÙÌɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯ

just reluctant to see the shadows growing longer and longer.  We were anticipating a headwind going 

home, so after our one business discussion regarding a $100 donation for door prizes for the convention, 

we all packed up and said our farewells.  As we were doing a wing -wave at the folks on the ground, I 

ÛÜÙÕÌËɯÛÖɯ#ÈÝÐËɯÈÕËɯÈÚÒÌËȮɯɁSo, wÏàɯÈÙÌÕɀÛɯÞÌɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÉÈÊÒɯÏÌÙÌɯÕÌßÛɯÔÖÕÛÏȱȳɂɯɯJ 

Speaking of gatherings, iÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÈÛÛÌÕËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯSWPC Convention on June 21-24, fly safe and 

enjoy all the sights and sounds of Middletown.  The Ohio folks will be glad to see you and it should be a 

ÔÌÔÖÙÈÉÓÌɯÎÈÛÏÌÙÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ2ÏÖÙÛɯ6ÐÕÎÌÙÚȭɯɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÛÖɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌɯɁthem 4-%Úɂȵɯɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÐÛɀÚɯÈÓÓɯÈÉÖÜÛȵ 

Notes From The Steno Pad                Deb Geiger, Sec./Editor  
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The following have already paid their dues for 2010!:    

Lawrence Atkins, Curt and Roletta Ammons, Paul and Vickey Bale, Tom and 

Alva Brent, Kenny and Patti Brown, Jim and Candy Butler, Frank Civera, Ron 

and Jackie Collier, John Dodson, Joe Fleeman, David and Deborah Geiger, 

John Hayden, Mark and Rebecca Hruz, Jim and Beth Hudgin, Bobby and 

Nancy Irby, Larry and Jenny Jenkins, Ray and Charlotte Lynn, Jim and 

Martha Passalacqua, Barbara and Gilbert Pierce, Bob and Lola Ramsey, Keith 

and Mary Beth Sargent, Frank Sperandeo. 

 

 
President:    Tom Brent  president@tnswpc.org   662 -223 -6257  
Vice President:    Kenny Brown  vicepresident@tnswpc.org  931 -766 -1794  
Secretary/Editor:   Deb Geiger  secretary@tnswpc.org   618 -684 -3151  
Treasurer /Webmaster :   Dave Geiger  treasurer@tnswpc.org   618 -684 -3151                 

     
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                      

The SWPC Convention is next on tap, so mark your calendars, make your reservations, and get 

ÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÔÈ×Úȵɯɯ(ÛɀÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÏÌÈËɯÛÖɯ,ÐËËÓÌÛÖÞÕȮɯ.ÏÐÖȵ 
 

JUNE 21-25  SWPC Convention ɬ Middletown, Ohio (KMWO)  

JULY 17  Open 

AUGUST 21  'ÖÛÛÌÙɯȿ-ɯ'ÌÓÓɯ!!0ɯɬ Kenny &  Patti Brown ɬ Lawrenceburg, TN 

SEPTEMBER 24, 25 Lee Bottom Fly-in ɬ Madison, IN   

OCTOBER 16   Pizza Fly-In ɬ Hernando, MS  -- Larry & Jenny Jenkins 

NOVEMBER ?  Open 
  
 
                                         
 
                               
    
 
 
 

 
 
                          Looks like a great spot to park a bunch of beautiful Short Wings!  KMWO! 

"ÈÓÓɯàÖÜÙɯɁÖÚÚÐÍÌÙÚɂɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÕàɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ3ÌÕÕÌÚÚÌÌɯ

SWPC  or to purchase patches or decals!   

6ÌɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÏÈ××àɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ȵ 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

Notes From The Bean Counter                  David Geiger, Treasurer  

How to contact your TN SWPC òOssifersó 

 

mailto:president@tnswpc.org
mailto:vicepresident@tnswpc.org
mailto:secretary@tnswpc.org
mailto:treasurer@tnswpc.org
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Is that Bobby Flay at the grill?  No, itõs Jim Hudgin!                        Hungry Aviators: òWhereõs the beef?ó     

        Head Chef:   òHold your horses!ó 

          
 Grandpa fixes the plate, Elizabeth fixes the drinks!              That better be a ònear beeró or Deb will be flying home! 
 
 

                            
Big shade trees made the warm weather tolerable. Patti, Deb & Beth solved all the worldõs problems ð or                       

tried to! 

Parting Shots! 


