
The Tennessee Short Wing Gazette 

March 2010                             Celebrating 12+  years of  òthem 4-Fsó!                       Volume XIII , Issue 3 

 

 
 

First Attempt to Gather - Memphis, DeWitt Spain! 
 
Well,....my indecisive, ambivalent, etc. nature once again got the better 

of me!  A drifting weather forecast caused me to delay and procrastinate 
on acting to proclaim today's (March 20) fly-in.. on...or off.  Predictions of 
rain for the day waned only to be replaced by forebodings of gusty winds.  "In 
point of fact" (an expression I have learnt from prominent politicians), or as I 
would previously have said, "actually", it was a sunny, smooth-flying day 
persisting until late afternoon as I write this. 

Alva and I drove to Memphis and arrived at M01 well before 11:00.  At the ramp, looking out for 
"Short Wings"© were three locals, including chapter member Frank Civera. 

We quickly went to my old buddy Leon Andrews' hangar where he was busy working on the Fly 
Baby basket case that we had just hauled back from Jackson MS earlier this week and which is our joint 
project, it being Alva's cousin's late husband's project....but that is another story.  Larry Jenkins arrived 
shortly thereafter in his RV6 and six of us drove a short way from the airport to a Tops BBQ for lunch.  All 
in all it was a fine flying and socializing day. 

(L to R)  Ray Bradford, Tom, Frank Civera, Don Eaves, and Larry Jenkins behind what appears 
to be a Very Short Wing! 

 
 

From The Lead Position                                                           Tom Brent, Chapter President                                        
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Leon working on the Fly Baby elevator.  The fuselage is to the right! 
 
 

 

 
 

The following have already paid their dues for 2010!:    

Lawrence A tkins, Curt and Roletta Ammons, Paul and Vickey Bale, Tom 
and Alva Brent, Kenny and Patti Brown, Jim and Candy Butler, Frank 
Civera, Ron and Jackie Collier, John Dodson, Joe Fleeman, David and 

Deborah Geiger, John Hayden, Mark and Rebecca Hruz, Jim and Beth 
Hudgi n, Bobby and Nancy Irby, Larry and Jenny Jenkins, Ray and 
Charlotte Lynn, Jim and Martha Passalacqua, Barbara and Gilbert Pierce, 
Bob and Lola Ramsey, Keith and Mary Beth Sargent , Frank Sperandeo . 

Just a reminder ï we appreciate your generosity anytime dur ing the year, 
but dues are for the calendar year. So why not sign up early and join the roster 
above?  

 

And nowȱsome ACCOUNTANT HUMOR ȱ(but thatɀs an oxymoron!) 
 

A patient was at her doctor's office after undergoing a complete physical exam.  
The doctor said, "I have some very grave news for you. You only have six months to live."  

The patient asked, "Oh doctor, what should I do?"   The doctor replied, "Marry an accountant."  
"Will that make me live longer?" asked the patient.  

 
"No," said the doctor, "but it will SEEM longer."  

Notes From The Bean Counter                   David Geiger, Treasurer  
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Set aside the 3 rd  Saturday in April  for our gathering of the gaggle in Henderson, KY 
(EHR) .  We hope to see you there!   Plan to arrive by 11:00 a.m. if possible!   

 
 
APRIL 17   Henderson, KY ï Jim Butler  
MAY 15    Lewis burg, TN ï Jim & Beth Hudgin  
JUNE 21 -25   SWPC Convention ï Middletown, Ohio  (KMWO)  
JULY 17    Open  
AUGUST 21   Hotter óN Hell BBQ ï Kenny & Patti Brown ï Lawrenceburg, TN 
SEPTEMBER 24, 25  Lee Bottom Fly - in ï Madison, IN   
OCTOBER 16    Open  
NOVEMBER ?  Open  

  
 

                                         
 
 
 
                               
    
 
 
 

 

 

 
 Looks like a good runway to me!  Letõs go to Henderson! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call your ñossifersò with any questions about the 

Tennessee SWPC  or to purchase patches or decals!  
Weôll be happy to help! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

How to contact your TN SWPC òOssifersó 

 

mailto:president@tnswpc.org
mailto:vicepresident@tnswpc.org
mailto:secretary@tnswpc.org
mailto:treasurer@tnswpc.org
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The weather for our March fly - in rain date on the 27 th  was essentially 
CAVUé.except for gusty winds that strengthened as the day wore on.   It 
was gratifying, therefore, that we had a couple of Short Wings that arrived 
from both near and afar é.literally.   Ron Spence flew his beautifully restored 
PA22/20 Pacer from across town, while Mark and Becky Hruz flew their 
TriPacer across the state all the way from Knoxville.   Gilbert and Barbara 
Pierce drove, as did Alva and I.  While waiting on the ra mp we were joined 
by our son Chris and we also visited my old friend Leon Andrews' 
hangaré..that is crammed full of antique planes that he has restored over 

the years.  
The decision was made to eat at the Rendezvous, a BBQ 

restaurant located in a downtown a lley off Main Street, that has 
been frequented by many famous people including a couple of 
recent Presidents (of the USA J).  We all indulged in their specialty, 
racks of dry ribs plus fixins'..(and a pitcher of beer for those of us 
who would not be piloti ng or driving).  There was much 
conversation, mainly about Piper aeroplanes and flying.   We 
omitted the formality of a business meetingé.next time!  

Due to concerns of growing winds and a front fore cast to 
arrive later we dallied not after eating, but made  tracks back to the 
airport.  A few photos were shot and the aircrews embarked for 
home.  I noticed a bit of wing waggling during lift -off and climb , 
indicating the gusty wind.  Mark has since told me it smoothed out above 5000 MSL and they reached 
Knoxvil le in a little over two and a half hours, suggesting they had a healthy tailwind.  As Alva drove 
us home and our little Honda Fit got buffeted around on the road, I was secretly thankful that my 
TriPacer was back in the hangar at home, and I could take a n ap to help metabolize the ale I had 
enjoyed earlier.   It had been a satisfying day.  

I hope to see you all at our next fly - in meeting at EHR in Henderson, KY on April 17 th .   Till 
thené..Fly safely. 

 

  
(L to R) Tom Brent, Mark and Becky Hruz, Gilbert and Barbara Pierce, Ron Spence,    

Leon Andrews, Jerome Miller, and Chris Moore. 

Second Attempt to Gather at Memphis, DeWitt Spain! 



The Tennessee Short Wing Gazette 
 
 

5 
 

 
Gathering on the ramp, talking aboutéplanes and BBQ, no doubt!  Thatõs what we plane 
folks do! 
 
 
 

 
Two beautiful Short WingséMark and Beckyõs gorgeous TriPacer and Ronõs stunning 
Pacer!   


