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Our February fly - in to the Benton County Airport (0M4) in Camden, 

TN made up for the aborted efforts t o meet in January.  With almost perfect 
flying weather we were treated to a fine chicken plus fixin's lunch prepared 
by the Camden folks, all arranged by local chapter members Lawrence Atkins 
and Bobby Irby.  

After lunch we toured hangars with displays of m agnificent warbirds 
owned by Darryl Berry that were all airworthy and with current annuals.   
(Darryl's wife , Georgia,  had led the culinary production of the vittles that 
sustained us for lunch).  

Attendance this day was good.  We had three TriPacers  carrying Ray Ly nn  and his brother - in -
law Richard Hunley , and  Dave and Deb Geiger  and me ;   a Vagabond  driven by Jim Hudgin  and a 
Clipper  conveying Gilbert and Barbara Pierce ;  plus a couple of wannabe 
"ShortWings, the V-Pacer  of Paul and Vickey Bale  and an RV-6 piloted by 
Larry Jenkins . Seven aircraft in all.  Jim and Martha Passalaqua  made it by 
surface conveyance, so including our hosts  Lawrence Atkins  and  Bobby 
Irby , in all we had fifteen souls present.  

We had a lively and productive business meeting over lun ch, 
covering items including  our schedule for future meetings and the Education Foundation, of which 
more elsewhere in this issue.  

I feel that this successful meeting of like -minded short wing and aviation enthusiasts augurs 
well for the rest of the year.  I hope to see y'all at our upcoming meetings.  

As everé.Cheers!  
 

 

 
As the Director of the SWP Education Foundation,  I was humbled 

yesterday by you r reaction  to my plea to donate to the Education Foundation.   
The one hundred dollars I received, in cash, is a great start to help our club 
reach  our five hundred dollar goal by convention time.   We are using Tom Brent's 
suggested way,  by asking  each membe r to contributed twenty dollars before the 
SWPC Convention.   This is voluntary, and  you will not be pressured to 
participate.   I feel this  is a very easy way for our club to reach our  five hundred 
dollar chapter goal  by convention time.   I am sure Tom Bren t would appreciate 
that bragging right for the conven tion.    
  If you want to donate  to the SWP Education Foundation,  you can send a 
check to me, or the treasurer of the SWPC.   Please make  your check out to the 
SWP Education Foundation.   The mailing addres s is in the SWPC News.   If you 
elect to be discrete in the amount you donate, that is fine.   I just want us to meet 
our goal, so there will be more money available to award deserving students 

through the SWP Education Foundation.  
  What  I would like even m ore than the above, is for our chapter to  recommend a candidate for 
the SWP Education Foundation!   That will  be up to you to find and recommend  that person who needs 
the scholarship funds for  his or her  post secondary education in the field of aviation.   I  am available to 
help you recommend a student.   I will email you an application upon request.    
  Again, I am humbled by the generosity of the members of the SWPC.   For me it was the most 
right thing for me to be involved with in the SWPC, and I truly enjo y being your Director.   Thanks 
again for you r support.  

 

Your Help Is Needed!                                     Larry Jenkins, Education Foundation Director  

From The Lead Position                                                           Tom Brent, Chapter President                                        
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Since most of our business has been addressed by others  in the 

newsletter , Iôll take this opportunity to let you know about our Lee Bottom 
fly - in,  in Madison, Indiana, which is scheduled for September 24  and  25.  
This event is always very well attended, so if you are inclined to go (and 
we hope you are!) you should make your reservations NOW!  This fly - in is 
somewhat like a Regiona l, in that it is a weekend event .  There will be 
hundreds  of planes to view, plus there is an amazing Arts and Crafts Fair 
(40th Annual Madison Chautauqua ) with o ver 275 booths, plus continuous 

entertainment , all taking place the same weekend! There are a couple of options for overnight 
accommodations , including  The Riverboat Inn  in Madison,  and the Clifty Inn , which is a few miles 
down the road, in a state park  setting .  To make a reservation at the Riverboat, call 812 -265 -
2361  and ask for Diane .   A Clifty  Inn reservation can be made by calling 877 -563 -4371 .  
Reservations go fast.   If youôre not familiar with this annual fly-in event, visit the Lee Bottom website  
at www.leebottom.com .   Their ñSinful Sundaysò are legendary, and their September event has been 
compared to a small -scale Oshkosh!  September seems a long time comingébut unless you want to be 
sleeping in the backseat of your planeéCALL NOW and book your room!   

 

 

The following have already paid their dues for 2010!:    

Lawrence A tkins, Curt and Roletta Ammons, Paul and Vickey Bale, Tom and Alva 
Brent, Kenny and Patti Brown, Jim and Candy Butler, Frank Civera, Ron and 
Jackie Collier, John Dodson, Joe Fleeman, David and Deborah Geiger, Mark and 
Rebecca Hruz, Jim and Beth Hudgin, Bobby and Nancy Irby, Larry and Jenny 
Jenkins, Ray and Charlotte Lynn, Jim and Martha Passalacqua, Barbara and 
Gilbert Pierce, Bob and Lola Ramsey, Keith and Mary Beth Sargent , Frank 
Sperandeo . 

Just a reminder ï we appreciate your generosity anytime during the 
year,  but dues are for the calendar year. So why not sign up early and join the 
roster above?  

 

 

 

 
President:    Tom Brent  president@tnswpc.org   662 -223 -6257  
Vice President:    Kenny Brown  vicepresident@tnswpc.org  931 -766 -1794  
Secretary/Editor:   Deb Geiger  secretary@tnswpc.org   618 -684 -3151  
Treasurer /Webmaster :   Dave Geiger  treasurer@tnswpc.org   618 -684 -3151                 

  

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call your ñossifersò with any questions about the 
Tennessee SWPC  or to purchase patches or decals!  

Weôll be happy to help! 

Notes From Th e Bean Counter                   David Geiger, Treasurer  

How to contact your TN SWPC òOssifersó 

 

Notes From The Steno Pad             Deb Geiger, Secretary/Editor  

http://www.leebottom.com/
mailto:president@tnswpc.org
mailto:vicepresident@tnswpc.org
mailto:secretary@tnswpc.org
mailto:treasurer@tnswpc.org
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Set aside the 3 rd  Saturday in March  for our gathering of the gaggle in Memphis at the General 
DeWitt Spain Airport (M01).  You will smell the BBQ before your wheels touch the runway!  Youôll hear 
Elvis singing in your head.  (You might even see him!)  B.B. King will be playing your tune!  Now, 
doesnôt that sound like fun?  We hope to see yo u there!   Plan to arrive by 11:00 a.m. if possible!   

 
MARCH  20   Memphis ï General DeWitt Spain  (M01)  ï Tom Brent  
APRIL 17   Henderson, KY ï Jim Butler  
MAY 15    Lewis burg, TN ï Jim & Beth Hudgin  
JUNE 21 -25   SWPC Convention ï Middletown, Ohio  (KMWO)  
JULY 17    Open  
AUGUST 21   Hotter óN Hell BBQ ï Kenny & Patti Brown ï Lawrenceburg, TN 
SEPTEMBER 24, 25  Lee Bottom Fly - in ï Madison, IN   
OCTOBER 16    Open  
NOVEMBER ?  Open  

  
 
  
 
 
 
                               
    
 
 
 

 

 

 

  
                                   

    

 
As a minority in our group, I am surrounded by Pacers, Tri -pacers, Clippers, 

and Vagabonds so I have to keep my lowly V -Pacer technologically and 
aerodynamically up to par.  I don't want to be the butt of everyone's "slow poke" 
jokes.  One aerodynamic improvement has been the removal of six extraneous 
antennas, each with 10 feet of disconnected coax cable.   Some were easy to remove 
but others required considerable work and disassembly.  The last, but most rewarding 
antenna removed was the old boomerang glide -slope antenna on the belly, right 
below the front seat.   It left a 5/8 inch 
hole.......and got my little engineer gears spinning!  
 Anyone who has flown small airplanes on 
extended cross country flights  has heard Nature's 
call, and I'm talking about "number one."  Some of 
my most miserable flying experiences have been 

trying to maintain aircraft control while hunched over, holding my 
legs together, and squinting so my eye balls wouldn't float out of 
my s kull, or of a risky attempt to off load into some container of 
dubious security.  During my twelve years of Tri -pacer ownership I learned not to drink anything 
before entombing myself in its tiny cockpit, save for the occasional cup of dust.   So much as a  deep 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

òNumber Oneó      Paul Bale, V-Pacer Pilot  
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breath on a humid day inevitably led to an uncomfortable cockpit dance hours later.  My particular Tri -
pacer's seat cushion was sacked out in the back, resulting in an upward sitting angle.  It was like 
trying to shoot up one side of a hill to hit a target on the other, unless you loosened your seat belt and 
scooted uphill to the front of the seat.  However, my well trimmed Tri -pacer would still wander off 
course and altitude once I started squirming around to, uh, aim.  Solo off - loading was a risky 
proposition so I just didn't do it.   I used to chuckle over what the FAA accident report would look say: 
"Pilot lost control of the aircraft with loosened safety belts while he was partially undressed...."   
 My new love, the V -Pacer, has an autopilot to keep things under control while I return Nature's 
call.  It's no longer a concern that my co -pilot be along to help maintain control by taking hold of the 
stick or the wheel.  And, I had this awesome idea that the 5/8 inch hole would be perfect for a 
downl oading device tube.  No more risky aiming into and subsequent transport of "download" bottles.  
I talked to my IA, and we agreed that my project was OK.  We needed to plug that hole anyway,  and 
it wouldn't affect performance, structural integrity, or weigh t and balance.  The minimal amount of 
occasional download wouldn't be a corrosion concern because the V -pacer habitually spits oil down her 
belly.  I engineered an ingenious collection of tubes, hoses, and 
connections, my masterpiece being the human/downlo ading device 
interface, sculpted from sections of angled plastic electrical conduit.  
I tested it extensively by pouring many gallons of water through it 
before and after it was installed to assure there were no leaks.  We 
all know how a bad download can m ess things up .  The last thing I 
wanted was to have download sloshing around in the plane's belly,  
though there were no control cables, electrical connections, or 
avionics wiring there.  I did a test flight and poured a quart of water 
through the device.  It flowed as fast as I could pour it!  There was a 
small amount of suction created by curving the tube to the rear and flattening it into an airfoil shape.  
Our ongoing joke was whether there was enough suction to cause physical harm, or joy during 
interf ace.  I was very pleased with my ingenuity and subsequent successful testing and eagerly 
anticipated my first real world use.  Wouldn't you know it, my first few flights after that I was in a bit 
of a drought.  
 Sometime later I went out for a flight to pra ctice instrument approaches.  After a few times 
around the pattern, I gave Otto control for the flight home while I admired the scenery and chatted 
with the controllers.  Hey, what's that!?  I had had a tingle from within, one of those physiological 
sensat ions we have after many hours aloft.   AWESOME!   I finally had my chance to use my way cool 
downloading device and not end up in the FAA's crash database or on AOPA's "Never Again."   I 
loosened my harness, made necessary garment adjustments, repositioned myself in the seat, and 
then started the human/device downloading interface.  Aaaahhhh !   
 At that very instant, Tri -Cities approach called for a frequency change, the entire radio stack 
went blank, my intercom went silent, and Otto left the formation.  OM G!  WT H!  Could a little pee 
do all this!!!   Otto's sudden departure meant I now had to manage a stick and  a wheel!  I quickly 
scanned the circuit breakers, all were in.  There was no electrical smell, no smell of boiling pee 
either....The V -Pacer flew on,  unaffected. I soon noticed the avionics master was OFF.  I still can't 
fathom how it happened, but apparently at some moment during the final garment adjustment, 
human/device interface process, my knee had bumped the switch.  Aviate, navigate, communicate !  I 
don't remember " go pee " in that aviation mantra, so I kept the V -pacer level and on course, checked 
in with approach, gave Otto his job back, and stowed the equipment.  Note to self, watch where 
you're put your knees.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Thanks, Paul, for another great story !  You really know how to tickle our funny 
bones!  After writing this saga, Paul and Vickey decided that an appropriate 
name for the V -Pacer would be ñSprinklesò.  I donôt know about you, but the 
next time I hear the Bales in the pattern, Iôm getting out my umbrella!   

 
Beware of sudden showerséeven on a sunny day! 

Happy Skies To All!  
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Lawrence Atkins, Bobby Irby and the wonderful folks at Benton County Airport put on quite a spread for their 
guests!  Besides delicious food and desserts, they made us feel so welcome and comfortable, causing us to linger 
awhile and enjoy òthem four Fsó!  We actually had a productive business meeting, too!   
 

         
 
Vickey Bale, Barb Pierce and Jim and Martha Passalacqua were happy to get in out of the chilly air.  Larry Jenkins and 
President Tom listen as Larry Atkins introduces Mrs. Georgia Berry, who put together the wonderful dinner.  
Definitely finger-lickinõ good! 
 

                                        
 
Lots of happy, satisfied flyers in our group!  Ray Lynn and his brother-in-law, Richard Hunley, flew in from Olney, 
Illinois/Clarksville, Tennessee for the day.  Paul Bale, Gilbert Pierce, Jim Hudgin and Tom Brent shared some 
thoughts on the finer points of flying and dining.  Deb Geiger agrees with Pauléthe food is scrumptious! 
 

        
 
 
 

Parting Shots from Benton County Airport in Camden, TN!  
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AN AMAZING COLLECTION OF WAR BIRDS!  What a joy and a privilege to have an opportunity to see such a 
spectacular collection of war birds, owned by Darryl  & Georgia Berry!  And we only toured three hangars!  They 
have more airplanes at home!  Each aircraft is airworthy and maintained in mint condition.  Here are some photos of 
their beauties! 
 

       
 

           
 

          
 
 
AWE-STRUCK AVIATORS!  The looks of appreciation are apparent, as pilots and passengers walked around the 
hangars, taking in the sight of these beautiful airplaneséin hangars so clean we could have dined on the floor!  Iõm 
sure David is thinking òIf only Deb would keep our hangar this pristine!ó 
 

        
 


